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CASTRO Has Busy Week of Public Appearances. 

Prino Minister Fidel^astro followed a busy schedule of public aprearances ' 
this past week, beginning with seven hours of testimony at the HuberUffiTOS trial 
an December 14 (see Weeka No, 50), The next day he addressed the General 
Assembly of the Sugar Workers for more than three hours. On December 17 he 
appeared on the nation-wide television program "Ante la Prensa" for almost five 
hours. This was followed by an address at the General Assembly of the Ccnmercial 
Workers on De eerier 20, which lasted another two and cne-half hours. 

( LTCLASSI F ZD' l 

Comment; In these speeches Castro was- not as frenetic and abusive as in 
the past, although he was no less demagogic. The violence was largely replaced 
by a humorous sarcasm which many interpreted as meaning that Castro was more 
relaxed and confident. However, in his speech before the Sugar Workers, coning 
after the assassination attempt agrdnst the Minister of Lafc-'r, Castro reverted 
to his more agitated style. (OFFICIAL USA ONLY'' 

t " * n 

2. Fidel Castro on "Ant-e la ?ren3a". 






* :: • 




As usual Castro ranged over a wide variety of subjects. Of special interest 
are the following points: (l) although there are elements which would use religion 

as a weapon against the Revolution, the Revolution has* no problem.-, with religious 
groups since Christianity sprang from the humble people, freedom of worship is 
respected, and relations with the Catholic heirarchy are excellent; (2) in 
Puerto Rico today the privileged and reactionaries fight against independence 
because they want to exploit the people; (3) one of the problems confronting 
the Revolution is the lack of trained personnel, which is due to the fact that 
the genuine revoluti aeries are to be found more among the common people than 
among the professional or well-to-do classes; (4) people who panicked and took 
out their money after Guevara was Tamed to the National Bank are foolish because -> 
they do not realize that their money is simply paper which the Government can 
cancel and reissue in the fora of new bills if it so desires; (5) Cuban agrarian 
reform is the onYyagrarian reform whifch ever started off with increase in pre^ / 
ction. { ^.'CLASSIFIED) 




Cement : In attacking Mi e United Spates on Puert/Rico, Castro folic 
. 'aoent pattern set by Vilr^ESPBI, RaiiUGASTRO, "CheWJEVARA and Antonie 
Jimenez. His growing enphlsis on the Mass struggleTtheme can be seen iifliis 
statements that the true revolutionaries are to be found in the humble classes 
who unfortunately do not have the preparation to fill government positions 
efficiently. This carries the implication that the professional classes are not 
sufficiently "revolutionary" to be counted an to administer the government’s 
program. (OFFICIAL USE ONLY) 
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3. Prime Minister Addresses Two Labor MApt.lnpwj 

In his speeches before the sugar and commerce workers the Prime Minister 
dwelt heavily on the dangers faced by the Revolution. These dangers, he said, 
originate in the campaign being carried on in the foreign and national press 
against the Revolutionary Government in conjunction with the active campaigns 
of the war criminals and the Trujillo agents, aided by the monopolies, to bring 
aoout an invasion of Cuba and to spread fear and confusion among the people by 
acts of terrorism and sabotage. The Prime Minister assured his audiences that 
these campaigns are docxned to failure and that the Eeool .‘rny, with the support 
of the people, is prepared to defend the national sovereignty. 

In his speech to the Sugar Workers the Prime Minister announced that since 
there could be no differential ouid this year because of ■•ha lr- average world 
price of sugar he had arranged tlmt a loan of seme L million pjros be made to 
tho Federation by the .Agrarian Reform Institnt a to ts distributed on the basis 
of 15 pesos to mechanical rnd 13 j esos to agricultur al workers to assure that 
every worker and his Tamil-- woul^ oe able to enjqy r. Chritlaas dinner. 

Coni' ad^3LCQUER, Secretary General of the Sugar Workers Federation, in his 
speech presenting the Prime Minister also spoke of the impossibility of paying 
a differential this year. While on the subject lie also p'dd that should the 
United States decide to reduce the Cuban sugar quota, tha F1JTA would request 
that the Revolutionary Gov..rnment nationalize all foreign enterprises in the 
country. 

At the meeting of the Commercial Workers the Prime Minister said that 
sconced.': sane. ions v.'U bo taken against the counter-revolutionaries. He 
premised that the Council of Mini sters would enact a law vr.ich would provide 
that tho goods and proper eiss of anyone engaging i i counter-revolutionary 
activities would be confiscated by the State. (The law wa3 passed by the 
Cabinet at its meeting on Decerio i 21). 

The people, he said, must be constantly on the alert and report to the 
police any suspicious actions or incidents that cane to their attention in order 
that counter-revolutionary activities may be unmasked. ( UNCLASS IF tfti) 

Carraent* : For the most part the Prime Minister said in the speeches little 
that was new. He re-emphasized the theme that the Revolution is facing implacable 
enemies willing to go to any lengths to destroy it. Hie foreign and local 
press, the local newspapers Dlario dela Marin a and Avance in particular, the . 
foreign monopolies and the United States came in for their customary share of 
attack. . 

Hie Prime Minister* 8 speech before the Commercial Workers was venomous in 
tone and emotional in delivery. His attack on the so-called upper classes was 
bitter. Although he and other Government spokesmen have in the past asked that 
the workers "be alert in protecting the Revolution", this seems to be the first — 
time that he has asked that they should constitute themselves as an organized 
body of informers, 3 : (Official USf ONLY) 
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The Cabinet, meeting on December 21, approved a number of laws, several \ 
of them of transcendental Importance, One of these is a constitutional reform 
(amendment of the "Fundamental law" which serves as the Constitution of the 
country) authorizing the seizure of all property, both real and personal, of 
persons engaging in "c ountrr-revolutionary activities". According to press 
accounts of the law, in authorizes the seizure in ca3 is r-i persons found guilty 
ol' 3uch cmnoi, of those who leave Cuba to avoid action of the Re “oluti unary 
•i*"ibunal3, an ', of those who engage in "conspiratorial ecaj vities - ' abroad. The 
w-reeping definitions of what constitutes - a "count er-revo’ _v hionary crime" are 
contained in law No. 425 of July 7, 1959, Another ij5p0rtc.it maanre is that 
establishing a national system of education. This lair rccogniras th i right of 
private schools to teach religion, but othenrise prenurii eo th i L .hey mast conform, 
to the natic.ru system.- hr. a related law thr Government e a i.pblr z. les a system of 
state— spcn _ oor:'i rchrl.T-erpa lo* meritorious students who do not nave the 
resources to prrrue highe: - eiuc.tion. ‘The Cabinet also npj coved a law providing 
for a pension system covers n^, nur --self-employed workur3 pi riding a irrintminn 
monthly payment of 4C pesos. Aiictner measure contains the regulations governing 
vacant urban lets which was r.he subject of a law earlier this year under the 
Revolntic.iary Government *r urban reform program. ( USCIASSTFIED) 

Cam sent ; The lew gatmin'; count er-revolutiorm ry activities is a powerful 
weapon of coei cion, particularly -when there is no indepei .dent judiciary to 
protect the individual. These and other recent measures are considered character- 
istic of openly dictatorial regimes determined to retain power end employing 
intimidation, suppression of civil liberties tod entreno r-ction against any 
opposition in order to achieve their purposes, ( CONFT PilTIAI) 



Activity of the I-cvoluti on 



Tribunals. 



The Rovolutionaiy Tribunals .lave recessed for the Cliristmas season. They 
are scheduled to resume their activities on January 2. During the past week the 
following significant actions werwtakeyon this front: • (1) in Pinar del Rio -.(feit 
two counter-revolutionaries (liui^TLAR^crespo and Jose A.v\mORFI) were given the > 

death penalty .tod the sentence Carrie* out on December 19; (e$ United States J 

citizen John V^^JtTLJO was convicted (it is not known whether on the charge of u.s C.JL: 
coming to Cuba to arrange the escape fren Cuba of the wife and, children of 
notorious Batista police official EstebanSJ^ETURA, or of peddling bonds of thea-t* 
counter-revolutionary "Whito Rose" Socdety^cr both) and ser.tenc.3d to 13 years dm 
jail; (3) United Statoe citizen AustinVfOUNG was transferred to Pinar del Rio 
for arraignment on charger of trying to\scape justico; and ( 4 ) Fidel Castro,in 
his "Ante la Prensa" appearance, declared that the case of Jame^OJCHANAN was a C-fc 
matter for the Revoluci onary Tribunals to decide. Despite the announced recess 
of the Revolutionary Tribunals, Buchanan was tried before one of then in Pinar. 
del Rio on the night of Dec amber 22. He was found guilty, given a 14 year i wprtw 
imprisonment suspended sentence, and giver. 24 hours to leave Cuba. 



Cement : Hie executions of Lara and Morfi are the first to take place since 
the revolutio.iary tribunals were ceiiu.tibdtecU 7.ie conviction of Martino brings 
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five'. 

the nunber of Ameri-xuis sentenced by Revolutionary Tribunals to/fnae* 

(UNCLASSIFIED) ') . 

6. Form a tion cf Social Democratic Movement. 

In -he local press or. December 17 there appeared arb: cles arnoun' 5ng the 
forentiv. x' a M -t. jml en'.c /^gnSc- ata Cristiano . The r 3pcr--3 carried o’-.i text of 
tie amt, buu luc'i-ctoc' .:0 names. The annanM-asmt :«ta J e3 t.vt the KDC 

i'.r boc'i f vs: illy ec .abli^hod arrl that it is campoa.-d Irr.-aly bj you^, people 
cmcami'. ■r m c.' national problems l It makes clear H.ot ti- orga:.' zat Lor is open 
to parsers cl all creeds, races and social levels, except •’'batis'l. tamos" and 
Cccmunists. It indicates that the date for the first nat: onal cengroso will be 
announced soon. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

CoT rs.it; The purpose of tlie MDC is to lay the bast; for a liberal political, 
party capa.le of chrlllengirg the Government An any futur.3 decti.cn. It is 
designed to offer a r.ew, politic -J. rallying point fer tho joung, liberal elements 
which arc inr-easingly dis-nchan'.ed with the orient, .tion ri the Castro Government 
and do not wish to associate with any of the traditional political groups. s CAS 
sources indicate tho KDC maintain ioc indeponden- a as r oolilical entity , 

although it nmy establish relationships with she .'.a ment: ns. Cr todcoros 

and Aural iano SANCKG7 Aranpc-s ~'riple A". (a .f?lD 1'. ?IAL- 

• t 

7. C rx.ch Pari -Lament aiy Mi ss ion Arrives in Haban a.' 

A 3 even -nan Czooh par li ameiit.ary mission arrived in Hmoana .vrcti Wco on 
December 13, In an trier rf.ar p.-nted to government— spen.’. rod Ruy olu x\rnj~the 
head of the mins ion, ooaet^AIG, expressed the int .root ». the mission in 
knowing Cuba, nrd inferoir^ tho Ouban people of the .great rynpathy of the Czech . 
people for tho Cuba’. Rjvcl.tlon.. Their program of activities has not been * 
announced. Hey havo called on Pi osident DORTICfiS at the Presidential. Palace, 
and also on Dr. Roa at the Minis - .*7 of State. ( UNCIASSH'lfcii ) 

Comment : There has boen '111 tie publicity so far on the visit. Revolucitm 
has given it the most coverage. The Coro mist daily Hoy has given it no play. 

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) 

I / 

Vilna ESPIN Activ e on Latin American Women Front. 

VilmafESPINi wife of Kiniriar for the Revolutionary Armed Forces, Raul Castrc 
has been Unusually active this past week publicizing the results of the Santiago, 
Chile Latin American Congress of Wcnen. On December 16, 1959 she^ppeared on 
the television program ’llemundo Pj^egunta", together with Elen ^^IL, a well— 
known Communist - LIa da daf^dlEriTE’Krau, a pa eminent fellow “traveller, and 
Dra. Esther Iir^ VlILAI.'Li^^' atir. , one oi the torture victims of the Batista regime, 
whose political o\entati<X is not clear. All four formed part of the Cuban 
delegation to the Congress. On December 21 there was held in the auditorium of 
..the Cuban Confederation of Workers a mass meeting in which Vilna Espin reported 
-on the results of the Congress. The previous day she directed & letter to ~ 
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Prime Minister Castro, which he read at the Connercial Workers assembly In '*• 
•ihich she urged the Connercial Workers, a large propoition of whan are -.rcoen, 
to join the movement of defense of national sovereignty and progress cf the i 
letin America:: countries. In this letter she also announced that next .January 
there vruld bo formed in Habana the Cccislon Permanen t.e be Mujer e s lat ino- 
a meriennas (Permanent Ccnd.ssj.cn of Iatin American Women). (UNC L lSSP IlT 

Comort: This is further evidence that much of the drive f.v thr ...rnLnrnert- 

fro.it ir.tir American Congress of Women cones fran Cuba, ar.d particularly 
Vil’oa Eopin. (OFFICIAL USE ONLY) 

9, Visit of Indonesian UN Ambassador , > 

The Indonesian Ambassador to the United Nationa, A1 y^SASTRCAMTDT C JO, was 
in Habara on Doceiiber 16-20 as the guest of the Cuban GoveVnmer-T., Besides the 
customary protocolary activities, he held a press conference on December 18, 

The principal point he made was that Indonesia did not subscribe to the bloc 
concept, including the formation of a bloc of underdeveloped countries, 

( UNCLASS IFIED) 

/ * 

10 i Cuban Medical Association Elects National Officers, • 




The Cuban Medical Association held its first national coiferonce since the 
fall of Bati3ta in Santiago de Cuba over the weekend, ETe colon of national 
officers took place on December 20. Contrary to expectations, the recently 
formed* government-sponsored Partido Mldico de la D c rM-ir -ion won over t.tie 
tradiyLonal nasties' by a narrow margin. The new national, president 5s Major ' 
.1 Oscar/FERIIAiHIi^tlelc Th.3 meeting was a turbulent one according tc press accoints. 
With The revolutionary doctors 5xi control, a major? by of the delegates refused 
to accept the E.racutiv' Ccmir tfcoc * s report on the retirement fund, charging that 
it covered up a mishandlin' of funds in connectioi with the construction of the 
Medical Building. (UKCU SSETS >) 

Comment; The new President is a "Che" GUEVARA nan, having Berved as the 
medical officer for his column during the revolution. The government party lost 
the Habana provincial elections on December 1 by a considerable margin. In the 
interim, according to a reliable source, the Government brought heavy pressure 
on the delegates to the national congress to vote for the revolutionary party 
slate. Outgoing president 'Riul D^5ELASC0 may be in for trouble for campaigning 
- 'strongly for the traditional parties^ and the retirxiont fund difficulties. 

( C0~ JFIDENTIAL) 



labor Minister* s >v±de Wounded, 



Lt. Edgar\pCAIONA 
was wounded by Vm-fire 
accompanied by Enilioi 
the Ministry bf labor, 
in the attack. 



rtdMARTINE^anc 
.. Escalona As 



Aide to Minister of labor Major 'AugustclMARTINEZ^anche 
i ear^r Sunday morning, December 20, Lt. Escalona As 
IRIAD^Fajardo and Antonio\lERNAI!DEZviarcia, employees of 
both cAwham.were. seriously but jiot Vitically wounded , 
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According to press reports the three labor Ministry officials left the 
Ministry ii tho Ministers automobile. After parking on a downtown street, they 
were fired upon from a passing car. Neither the attacker 3 nor the car were 
il-rtirisd. 



'iV 3 Ox'crement organ Revolu cion said that the attcckurs had mist 1-3-s It- 
Fj' alma fr the Minister. Rpvo lucion' also said that this attack cam.ru he 
cor s.Ldered -x. isolated incident hut "...one episode in r sinister plan fvij gs-’ 
abroad ny the- fugitive war criminals , by Trujillo agents, the 1 powerful intern 
that protect then and carried ait by their local acncmpli".e3 n . (UNCj ASSIFIED ) 

Cement: It has been widely rumored that opposition eleme.r s intended to 

open a campaign of terroristic and sabotage activities dui-ing tin last half’ of 
December, Revolucion’ s c cement in seeing this event as part of a major cam- 
paign against the' Government conforms to the official line of emphasizing the 
threat of counter-revolutionary violence which the people must r.uibato 

(OF FICIAL USE CK O.) 



gBr5-~g ST 

12 •. d k^-cd Union Leader TaT : es. Then Renounces Asylur u 

Hanoi ip3iIJANIEZ, formerly Secretary General of the Cuban Association of 
Theatre Artists who was ousted from his position and diverted off V_s trade union 
rif^itr by artr.on of the Executive Board of the Carfe deraori- cn d o 'r J n ; lores de 
Cuba (sec Weeks No. 50), took asylum in the Chilean Edhair/y or • c _• ui 16. 

On Decent or 21 the newspaper Revolucion front-paged a news story and published 
a letter f\vc Fernandez to the Ciiilean Ambassador ir. which Femu. ley- formally 
renounced his rsylum and 3?id thr.t ha will leave for Venn-.nela t~ fulfill 
certain persons 1 rppearrnco cnnd-acts. ( UIICLASS I 3ED) _ 

Comment : The "news nic*y r - ,'x Revolucion was made up entirely of a vicious 
personal attack on Fernandez., T ■. very bitte'mess of the attack is an indication 
of hew damaging the Government fit it was to have as prominent a figure as 
Fernandez take asylum. It was also evidenced by Castro’s oblique reference to 
the subject in his speech to the Commercial Workers when he emphasized that 
anyone who Wants to leave the country is free to do so and does not need to 
seek asylum. 

In tho meantime the CTC is being urged to greater "purification" efforts'. 

At least two other labor figures are known to be in hiding and seeking asylum. 

( CffiFIIEKTIALl 



MUITARI 
A test : 



' . . 



Negative. 
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Ai’* c- V-ft Operation! .. 

^*'f«aae to 1 -^papers an unldenti.-ri.jd fc'in-encine aiib-aft 

r. -v, was sighted cv_-r >iuanabacoa, near Hal ana, ,-t abat 7:00 p.m. on 

?”• Laterthat- night the sane aircraft was sight ad flying over 
to th^ i0 ^ 103 Bafl ° 8 * The Cnban ^ Force stated the plane :id not belong 

«* /** ^ Dec rf er 195 ? AJSJiSS newspaper reported thrt a P/E B-26 aircraft 
fir -c. nr. from the ground as it flew over the Fifth ML*.i;ary District irT^ 

YIZIa - R S”*' Later n ° rficia1 ' channels: said tne plane was on 

a specie .bsarvation flight with its lights off. Ho one -.ias reported injured. 

, . _ (UNCLASSIFIED) 

2* S-5-P.- ~n Pilot Fleer Cuba, _ 

« 

, 0n V- r *e.'. ember 1959 ex-FAR pilot Lt. Matfa^VPIAS ai.l uas--wer ffrru) 

/ tOTEA ditched their light aircraft, an regi-stiy J’ll-725, along- 
fr dS 2 ^ pan freighter "JERiiFILU* about 70 miles northwest cf lr ZrtT 
v - * t he f reighter for about an hour. Farit l.t i He~* -> „ * : taken 

to Tampa or mho "FEP.NHILI*. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

5*^'* V*? ° no °' the cadets rejoivr nj pijoi trying in 

the U. S. when the ! stistu go-a.-.rment collapsed; he graduatod at Reeao AIB, 

Texas in February 19;.? -ana rahwisd to Cuba, whore ho served with the FAR. 
Apparently he rosip. 1 or %v< r .loved of active duty assignment scaaettme in 
xne rail of 1.^9, but he Tier ci reserve status during the Cienfuegos search 
bhe /arly part of Noverbe.- 17; 5. It is believed he was flying with Aero 
funigadora, an agricultural, fun. gating conpany, which has FAR connections, at 
the tine of his defection and fled Cuba in one of the company* a planes. 

# ’ • q (OFFICIAL USE ONLY) 

• • 

3- "Q" Airline Pilot Seeks Asylum in U. S. 

,?*£*** ^ t0nl0 MichejV^BinVjSTlZ, a captairrTCT PAR't^f^Mlot for • 
Airlines in the Habana- -%y West run, took refuge in Key West on December 16. 
labur Has a long, active revolutionary record. He was also one of the Judges 
who acquitted the Batista Air Pores pilots in the first trial at Santiago in 
ebniary 1959, which brought such an angry reaction from Castro. He had been 
disaffected with Castro regime for past several months and decided to stay in 
the U. S. when his associates felt with Justification that the Government was 
be cccing suspicious of ^his activities. __________ ( COITTTIK.TIAL) _ 
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1. Dete ntion of BUCHANAN Stirs Old Issue s; 

. ’ Ih; > Rr/clntionary press hes used the Buchanan affair to flay the cli hxs? 
cT uh'i "nrons campaign against Ouba", and seems determined to keep the ijsuj 
bj''cr? who rub lie on these te-nas, Using sane rather specious reasoning, J'atKli.'l. 
in' icr.tje that the fact that Buchanan left Miami soon after Austin Young's "***” 
esoa.-.x- -u.d :v?de his way imnedip.tely to a rendezvous with him'wa'’ proo* of- 
Buchanan- r involvement in the escape plot, and therefore also i. "cou^ter- 
revolutioruy activities" and the "press campaign". Diar.'o Lib; another paper 
roflect^rg Government thinking went 50 far as to accuse ] u chant.' of being the 
"ringleader of a gangster ring conspiring against Cuba". * 

°th-;r newspapers, particularly Avance . and its editor’ JorgomYAS^wefe 
attacks i fo" advocating Buchanan -‘s release. In the non-G.Tvarnmoht press, the * 
story in r.c longer a fresh one and has been largely relegated to the back pages, 

( UNCLAS S IFIE D) 

2 * Rios in U, S, Sugar Purchases from Cuba Brrngs Varied Conr^nt . 

The announcement. that the U, S« will purchase more s gar from Cuba this 
ys?r i hor l".st was f-ont page news in all papers this wool.. Thu cirenniallfr 
Bargains E^Kurdo said the move gave the lie "to the pess.rists vhj thought the 
que-ta world be cut", and predicted that the high voiuCe o.t purc'i- s « -.void be 
maintained, 

Tha Ccnnunist using statistics from the Dipartra-rt of ;.g..dc- ’Jture, 
maintained- that actually Cuban participation in tho l. £, rirkci hud dr coined 
percentag^-’.risa, and tnut calling the move an increase displayoci 1 "cr.nfused 
thinking". It also or.it iclred past "unilateral actions of the U. S. regarding 
the quota, which have con3titut3i aggressions against our country". 

• • 

Hie Government-oriented papers saw the "increase" as procl of tho U. S.» 
dependence on Cuban' sugar, and the inadequacy of other producers- They also • 
followed a wait-and-see attitude pending the assignment oj’ quotas by 'ingress. 

( UNCT.'^SIFT P) 

3. Reaction to Ouster of Mnnolo FERNANDEZ. 



^ ^vi^teALVADOR 1 s actirr at the CTC in ousting lanolc Fernandez as head of 
the UART (aiAdsts) uilon w-s sK-i-ply criticized by 7 vane o s Jorge ZAYAS. In an 
editorial titled "Democracy- lade in Moscow", Zayas asked how tho CTC had the 
right to intervene in a democratic, free union election. For this he was roundly 
attacked by the revolutionary press, who termed him a "counter-revoluti6nary" • • 
and attacked Fernandez for trying to disrupt whe s:.c.red unity of the Revolution— 
& favorite rallying err. _________ 



(YVrFTnWTT A T . 




Habana 

*** Salvador a]jo had his say, threatening the "counter-revoln' 
1 la Marina. £vance, and Pre.nsa Llbru " with ccrficcaii 

aqu-vl if coun-tr-i-evul jtianary activity broku oat. Rrrnj, ’Jb< 
rs ' ft °-' Trd accusation, aid a flagrant act against libcrt^oT^-. 

"• PV-j-r.tional Center Doc ns in Santiago da Cubed 



•'i -National Center wp 3 opened in Santiago thi3 vaek, vith i-prcodj 
:s attendance for yhe opening. The peop x m o-ent, :Jced by invi' 
i-cpresentative oi : .c r. J. student, profess: .cnial. busin- .a, a-'d culti 
a addition a repress ;*tive of the provincial c naand.'te was also 



good, with mny inquiries as to its 
classer are 1 ting held, ?nd the 
' expand. (UNCLASSIFinb) 
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